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The Clay Minerals Society (CMS) is an international community of scientists who promote research in and disseminate information on clay science and technology. Our fields of inquiry are diverse and include, but are not limited to, mineralogy, geology, chemistry, materials science, engineering, and soil science. We encourage education of the public, provide for informed development of industries and natural resources, and support sustainability and health of the environment. 
PREFACE
Organic matter (OM) in soil plays vital roles with respect to global climate change, as the largest terrestrial reservoir of organic carbon, and with respect to soil quality through the stabilization of soil structure and the retention and cycling of plant nutrients. The interactions between clay minerals and OM are central to most of these functions. Clays may catalyze formation of new humic substances, inhibit the degradation of existing humic substances through physically sequestration, and clay-humic associations are at the very heart of aggregation and soil structure stabilization. In this book we seek to explore the state of knowledge related to these topics and the analytical tools used to investigate them. In chapter 1, Hayes et al. describe chemical fractionation techniques and relate clay bound soil OM to the "humin" fraction. Chen and Tarcjotzly (Chapter 2) discuss the role of humic substances and polysaccarides in formation and stabilization of soil structure. 
